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“Prison: Budget Burden,
Business Boon” 

Saturday, September 20, 2008
Coffee at 9:00 am, 9:30 am program

Institute of Human & Machine Cognition (IHMC)

               40 S. Alcaniz St, Pensacola

Speaker: Charlotte Crane, Journalist

O
ne out of every 100 American adults is in prison

or jail, a rate of incarceration that’s No. 1 in the

world. Prisons and jails are overflowing. The

price tag for our lock-’em-up regimen is threatening to

bankrupt state budgets, robbing money needed for

schools, health care, roads and bridges. Our Corrections

industry is becoming big business, coveted for its jobs

and profits but providing scant “corrections,’’ and

creating a punishing social and financial burden. 

Do we really need to send someone to prison for six

years for shooting his lawnmower, or for life for

unwittingly loaning the car used in a murder?

Some states are beginning to recognize that there has

to be a better way.

Our September speaker will explore an issue that

seriously affects our state  and our community. League

member Charlotte Crane is a Wisconsin native, a mother,

grandmother  and a career journalist. Her bachelor and

master degrees in journalism are from the University of

Wisconsin. She worked for the Pensacola News Journal

for 26 years as business editor, then as an economics

columnist for another five years. She currently covers 20

Northwest Florida counties as regional correspondent for

Florida Trend, a statewide business magazine. 

The League of Women Voters of the

Pensacola Bay extends our heartfelt

sympathy to long-time member, Dr.

Rosemary (Lowe) Hays-Thomas, on the

death of her husband, Dr. Charles A.

(Chuck) Thomas.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
CELEBRATES CONSTITUTION DAY

Civic Engagement Crucial for a Healthy Democracy

O
n September 17,1787, the delegates to the

Philadelphia Convention signed the U.S.

Constitution.  The American ideals of liberty,

equality and justice are embodied in the Constitution. Our

system of government is unique in its commitment to the

rule of law and limited government. 

Constitution

D a y  i s

recognized

each year as

a result of

th e  lon g-

s t a n d i n g

efforts of

S e n a t o r

Robert Byrd

(WVA).  Beginning in 1997, a law was enacted

designating September 17 as Constitution Day. To

commemorate the day, schools and federal agencies

conduct educational programs on this foundation

document. 

In 2008, the League has been especially active in

ensuring that the third branch of government—the judicial

branch—is strong and impartial. In July, Mary Wilson,

LWVUS president, spoke before the Judiciary Council of

California Commission for Impartial Courts, urging the

Council to put more effort into citizen education: “It is

essential for Americans to remember key ideals such as

responsive government, individual liberties and the

separation of powers, especially an independent judicial

branch. It is our responsibility to teach those lessons to

future generations, and also to ensure our leaders are

actively protecting the basic civil liberties we fought to

obtain.”  

“For more than 88 years, League members all over

the country have rolled up their sleeves to encourage

citizen engagement and strengthen our system.

Constitution Day serves as an important reminder of that

work, and inspires us to keep working to build a better

democracy,” 
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President’s Message

G
reetings members! And welcome to the new

League year.

I’m pleased to report that the League has, once

again, provided timely, germane questions for this

season’s August PBS primary election coverage.

Voter Service Committee volunteers from the

Pensacola Bay and Okaloosa Leagues worked

diligently to compile questions for WSRE-TV Rally

2008.  The questions and the forum were well-

received. Special thanks are in order for League

members who volunteered to help out at WSRE during

the program.

This year’s primaries were especially important,

because the large number of offices up for election

will have a major impact on the area for years to come.

Almost all of the candidates participated during the

Monday through Thursday three hour broadcasts. 

Several races were universal (open to all voters),

which gave us extra incentive to provide as much

accurate, nonpartisan information as possible.

While turnout was a bit disappointing, we can be

proud of the fact that we did help voters evaluate

candidates on key issues for important offices, such as

Superintendent of Schools and County Commissioner.

Throughout this month, we’ll be visiting local

civics groups to talk about the Fall ballot’s proposed

amendments.  (See page 3.)

We’re awaiting delivery of 6,000 English and

1,500 Spanish copies of the League of Women Voters

of Florida Special Election Edition, the Florida  Voter.

Volunteers are welcome to help with distribution

throughout Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties

We’re looking forward to hearing Charlotte Crane

at the September 20 meeting.  Ms. Crane is the author

of numerous business articles  for the Pensacola News

Journal Business Section and Florida Trend magazine,

covering a variety of economic and statewide issues.

She will speak on the topic of prison reform, a

subject on which she recently completed an in-depth

study, and which has gained new urgency locally and

nationally, as inmate populations continue to soar.

We are also working on an ACLU presentation

regarding felon voting rights restoration and several

meetings on Amendment pros and cons.

We’re looking forward to an active League year

and welcome your participation in any and all aspects!

It is members who are the core of our programs

and activities successes

 I would urge you to become active, join a

committee, recruit new members, and contribute in

any way you can to make our organization stronger and more

visible in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.

The November ballots and pro’s and con’s can be found

on the LWV Florida website at http:www.lwvfla.org.

WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY

T
he Federal Women’s Program Forum held their
annual luncheon and celebration program for
Women’s Equality Day, on August 21  at thest

Mustin Beach Officers’ Club, Naval Air Station
Pensacola.  League members were invited to attend the
event and were given a table to display interesting
brochures and articles.  Members attending were Claudia
Brown-Curry, Evalyn Grubbs, Nancy Harrelson, Frances
Jones,  Priscilla Lamore, Susan Metzger and Carol Young
and guests, Willie Curry, Louise Holden and Lucie Wade.

The program celebrated the 88  anniversary of theth

passage of the 19  Amendment to the Constitution,th

granting women the
right to vote. The
Speaker, Ava Abney,
RN, MSN, is the
C o r p o r a t e  V i c e
President of a health
care consulting firm.
She discussed the
h i s t o r y o f  t h e
women’s movement
in the United States,
illustrating her talk
with the inclusion of
many l i t t le -kn ow n

events. 
It was a very

worthwhile occasion
and an opportunity
for the League to

show support for Women’s Equality Day. 
Susan Metzger

Join League of Women Voters where citizens like
you are actively engaged in effecting change on the
local,state and national level.

Lucy Burns tied to jail bars for picketing --
asking for Vote.
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STATEMENT OF 2008 POSITIONS REGARDING
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION

AMENDMENT #1: RELATING TO PROPERTY RIGHTS/INELIGIBLE ALIENS

This amendment is proposed by the legislature.  It would remove a provision in the Florida Constitution that allows

laws prohibiting “aliens ineligible for citizenship” from owning, inheriting, disposing of and possessing real property.

The League of Women Voters of Florida supports this amendment. Florida and New Mexico are the only two states

that still maintain these racially biased provisions in their constitutions.  Both have amendments on the November

ballot to remove these provisions.

AMENDMENT #2: FLORIDA MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMENDMENT

This amendment makes invalid any legal union that is treated as equivalent to marriage other than
heterosexual marriage. 

The League of Women Voters of Florida opposes this amendment.  The LWVF board took a position in opposition to

this amendment at its March 2008 meeting.  The League believes that no person or group should suffer legal, economic

or administrative discrimination and that there should be secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all.

AMENDMENT #3: CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS AFFECTING THE ASSESSED VALUE OF

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

This amendment would allow the state legislature to grant an exemption to residential real property taxes in the amount

of the cost of increasing the property’s wind resistance and of installing renewable energy devices.

The League of Women Voters of Florida supports this amendment.  The League supports action by appropriate levels

of government to encourage the use of renewable resources and energy conservation through financial incentives.

AMENDMENT #4: PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION OF PERPETUALLY PRESERVED LAND:

CLASSIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF LAND USED FOR CONSERVATION

This amendment would require the state legislature to exempt real property dedicated in perpetuity for conservation

purposes from ad valorem taxation, and would require such property to be assessed on the basis of its “character and

use” instead of its “highest and best use.”

The League of Women Voters of Florida opposes this amendment. The League supports management of land as a finite

resource and land-use planning that reflects conservation and wise management of resources.  This amendment does

not link land-use planning to conservation and would further limit the ability of local governments to obtain revenue

from real estate (their primary source of revenue).

AMENDMENT #5: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Florida Supreme Court.

AMENDMENT #6: ASSESSMENT OF WORKING WATERFRONT PROPERTY BASED UPON CURRENT

USE

Amendment 6 is known as the “Working Waterfronts” amendment.  It would require that real property tax assessments

of certain waterfront properties be based on current use rather than “highest and best use.” 
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The League of Women Voters of Florida supports this amendment.  The League believes that government should

promote the conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest.  This amendment promotes the

continued public access to Florida waterfronts, and helps to stem the loss of waterfront-dependent businesses and jobs.

AMENDMENT #7: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Florida Supreme Court.

AMENDMENT #8: LOCAL OPTION COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUNDING

Amendment 8 would authorize counties with community colleges to levy a local option sales tax to supplement the

college’s funding if authorized by county voters.

The League of Women Voters has not taken a position on this amendment.

AMENDMENT #9: This amendment removed from the ballot by the unanimous Florida Supreme Court.

For further information, contact Kathy Kerr, 281-3836 or Janet deLorge, 478-2581.

The Proposed Constitutional Amendments, including the pro/cons, are
now available on the LWV Florida  website under Election Information.

Ballot Constitutional Amendments
LWV FLORIDA Pro/Con

Saturday, October 18, 2008
Coffee at 9:00 am, 9:30 am program

Tuesday, October 21, 2008 
5:30 pm program

Institute of Human & Machine Cognition (IHMC)

40 S. Alcaniz St, Pensacola

Voter Service at Work 
Speakers Bureau: Our Educational

Group to Speak to
 Community Organizations

Betsy Bowers, jbetsy40@yahoo.com

E
lection years are a favorite season for the Voter

Service Committee.  Our major project over the

summer was writing the questions for the WSRE-

TV Rally 2008, which aired in August.  We prepared a

total of well-over 100 questions for every race in the

primary elections for Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties.

This major effort required us to meet almost weekly

throughout all of the summer.  The election forum  was

very successful. Many thanks are extended to the

following League members who participated in our voter

service activities.

Kathy Barber, Mary Bishop, Ed Boddy, Betsy

Bowers, Charlotte Crane, Janet deLorge, Vivian

Faircloth, Gene Feicht, Barbara Goggins, Miriam

Jennings, Kathy Kerr, Elizabeth King, Carolyn Kolb,

Deborah Nelson, Bob Ogden, Gene Pettis, Dave Robau,

Ellen Roston, and Enid Sisskin.

Just when you think the Voter Service Committee

may be taking a breather, we have two other activities on

the forefront.

First, the Voter Service Committee is establishing a

Speakers Bureau to respond to community requests for

information regarding the six constitutional amendments

on the November ballot.  If you are interested in

participating in the Speakers Bureau, please contact

Kathy Kerr at (kerrkt@gmail.com) Janet DeLorge at

(jdge1@aol.com).

Secondly, to help prepare voters for election day,

November 4 , WSRE-TV will conclude Rally 2008 withth

a  two-night presentation of all participating local/district

general election candidates.  Tune in Monday and

Tuesday, October 27 & 28.
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September Membership Update

I
n January, 2008, we filed our annual report
to the LWVUS listing 142 members. While
several memberships were not renewed this

past year, the League also made many new friends
and, as a result, our membership is holding steady
at 142.  These  new members are bringing with
them fresh enthusiasm and energy which will
increase the impact of the League in our
community. 

This past month we welcomed the following
two new members:

Barbara Mayall
3011 Windermere Drive
Pensacola, FL 32503
H-433-7025  C-982-4133
bjrbourgeois@cox.net 

Barbara Ann Ogden
4741 Kitty Hawk Circle
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563
H-932-0944
robert.c.ogden@gmail.com

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

I
n the Spring of 2006, a used cell phone project was

initiated by your League.  Boxes were left at about

10 locations for collection of inactive phones. Since

that time, we have collected and sold more than 450

phones and have received more than $850 for our

effort. 

We are continuing this program, and if you or

members of your family have used cell phones tucked

away, please bring them to our meetings, or call Susan

Metzger, 932-4039, for pick-up.

The League is also a member of the WorkLife

program at Office Depot. Every three months your

League receives a gift card for a percentage of our

purchases and the award amount represents an income of

at least $125 per year. 

Each of our members may participate. When you

make your Office Depot purchase, tell them that you

have an Awards membership and give them Susan

Metzger’s phone number, 932-4039. Put that number

in your wallet or on the back of your business card!

Each purchase of ink cartridges, paper, school supplies,

equipment or computers benefits your League.

Susan Metzger, 932-4039

Calendar
September

2 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Tryon Branch

Library, 9  Ave. th

15 Monday, 10 am International Relations

Committee. Azalea Trace, Great Decisions,

Leader: Margrette Barker on the European Union. 

Having reached the 50th anniversary of the great

experiment in European integration, it is time to

take stock of the united Europe. Has the integration

of new members been successful? What does the

debate on Turkey's membership say about the

future of EU integration and its changing

demographics? Contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352.

16 Tuesday, 6:00 pm, 110 Church St (The Beacon

Room), Discussion on Suffrage Movement by Dr.

Patricia Harrison

16 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Natural Resources/Growth

Management Committee meeting at Caldwell and

Associates Architects Inc., Interior

Designers’s Conference Room, 116 North

Tarragona Street.  Contact Mary Gutierrez,

gutmry@cox.net

17 Wednesday, Constitution Day

General Meeting 
at IHMC

Saturday, September 20, 2008,

 9:00 am coffee, 9:30 am program

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon”  
Speaker: Charlotte Crane, Journalist

October

3 Friday, Release and distribution of the Special

Election Edition, The Florida VOTER.

6 Registration deadlline for General Election.

[Registered Florida voters may make name and

address changes through Election Day]

7 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Tryon Branch

Library, 9  Ave. th

18 Saturday, 9 am & 21 Tuesday, 5:30 pm at IHMC

Pro/Con for Ballot Constitutional Amendments

27 & 28 Monday and Tuesday, 7:00 pm WSRE-TV

Rally 2008 

mailto:bjrbourgeois@cox.net
mailto:
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Established in 1949, the Pensacola Bay Area League of Women
Voters is a non-partisan political organization that encourages
citizens to play an informed and active role in government. At
the local, state and national levels, the League works to
influence public policy through education and advocacy. Any
person of voting age, male or female, may become a member.
All members receive the National Voter, the Florida Voter and
this publication. 

President: Deborah Nelson 

Editor: Vivian Faircloth 

Proofreader: Miriam Jennings

Distribution: Doris Lea

Published by the League of Women Voters of Pensacola Bay
Area approximately 10 times a year.  Phone: 850-458-5806  
Local Web: www.lwvpba.org   E-mail: lwvpba@Gmail.com

LWV Florida Website: www.lwvfla.org  

 LWVUS Website: www.lwv.org 

P.O. Box 2023 Pensacola, FL 32513

The League of Women Voters is

where hands-on work to safeguard

democracy leads to civil

improvement.

Join the League of Women Voters today!

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

League of W omen Voters, P O Box 2023,

 Pensacola FL, 32513

$50 Individual membership  �  + $25 each additional

household member �  $25 student membership

Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ ____

My contribution to the Lobby Fund Challenge $_____

� I’m renewing my membership

Name(s) ____________________________________

Address ____________________________________

Home Phone ________ Business Phone ________

Email Address ________________________________

Express Yourself. Register,

 Vote and Be Heard!

League of Women Voters ®
of the Pensacola Bay Area
P.O. Box 2023 
Pensacola, FL 32513

Non-profit orgn.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Pensacola, FL

Permit No. 203

http://www.lwvfla.org
http://www.lwv.org


The VOTER  page 7                                   September 2008

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon” 
Speaker: Charlotte Crane

September 20  at IHMCth

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon” 

    “Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon” 
Speaker: Charlotte Crane, September 20  at IHMCth

    “Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon” 
Speaker: Charlotte Crane, September 20  at IHMCth


